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THE FANTASTIC
IN IBN ABI_DDUNIA'S BOOKS

No matter how many visions are in similar or
indifference, the truth has one essence, and what surrounding
it, is just passing perceptions, which may sometimes be in
touched with its essence or other times be in parallel with its
intensity to leave it.

And the shared line between the two is that
who committed false perspective as a beacon, he\she does
not know that it's a falsity , but strongly stick with it and be
faithful as strong as the person who committed himself to the
truth for its essence, and gradually the truth lose its
objectivity to become a shallow reflection, which its heart is a
self- believe , that which justifies the
extensive doctrines and attribution in all humanitarian studies
in the philosophical, Islamic , aesthetic, or mathematics'
science fields.

And between the real essence and the false, there is a
large gape, which separates them into parts. Its consequences
reflect worry and confusion that colored the horizon of the lost
soul between them with unusually divided colors. In this full
contrasted gape, the miracles concept occupied its own place,
speaking to the soul, leading it to serious questions that flame
the existed knowledge, and transcend it to a certain space on a
trip felled with keen confrontations of knowledge, which
feed from the resources of the truth sometimes and non-truth
other times.

Since this concept_ which is a Western concept
originally, is restricted to frequency and nothing else, between
the reality and fantasy. We did not find a difficulty in guiding it to
be an Oriental concept, while following the Islamic
patterns in the Arab heritage. But with modifying
the frequency of the west, in a consistent with
the cognitive nature of the transferred civilization.

However, the concept is modern and its translation is
new, the studies are rare despite its diversity and novelty.
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Then it may be asked; what justifies this study in
the light of other studies that reached the spiritual gifts and the
literature trips of the Arab and Islamic heritage.

And others interested in modern novels?

Perhaps the answer in short is to be interested in the
Arabic-Islamic heritage which shins with its primitive subject,
that every time the scholars try to discover it more, the more
they create new subjects and untrained spring of literature
especially during the Abbasid era. And I've chosen my study to
be works by (Ibn Abi Dunya) ,that it contains news which
reflects the heart of the miracles concept and its reality in
narratives that are closer to the religious narrating than to the
mystic one, which (Louay Khalil) headed for it. In
addition to these works nobody, as | know, take it as a axis of
his\her critical study.

According to that, sources of the study ranged
between traditional and modernity, butit has been
represented in this study about works by Ibn Abi Dunya
studies. In addition to the resources that | needed to research
in. The modern sources were concentrated in the earlier
mentioned studies, which linked to the miracles concept. These
sources take some thesis and leaving others depending on
what is good for the research. In addition to the recent critical
books which | used in the study to reach somehow the deep
and serious understanding

As for the methods of the study, the nature of

the research was needed to adopt an inductive analytical
descriptive method in general, as well as to compare between
the similar and the opposites especially in the first chapter,
and depending also on the tools of the narrative structure, in
particular the next two chapters through the comprehensive
reading of the texts and choosing what can be included under
the miracles concept , then categorized them depending on
the theme that combines all its scattered works.

Thus, the search distributed among the preliminary
introduction, followed by three chapters, lead by an
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introduction, and ended with conclusion.

In the introduction | have identified (Ibn Abi Dunya): his life, his
works, and his mentors, as well as his students and people who
tell his stories.

Then it's followed by the first chapter, which |
appropriated in a theoretical way for the miracles concept,
where | tried to present its concepts, idioms that shaped other
different concepts but related to it at the same time.

| also tried to present the two parts of the concept, which
are the frequency issue — this distinguishes the concept, and
the interpretation that leads to the center of the vanishing of
this concept.

The second chapter is all about studying the
manifestations of the Fantastic concept in the works of Ibn Abi
Dunya, where they have been observed in the aspects of the
concept in the studies, and set it in three aspects :
communication between worlds, and the pray with miracles
/ violation, and transformation.

While The third chapter presents the roles of the
miracles concept. It's about what the concept gives.

So I thought | should separate it in three parts: religious
, social, and narrative roles, where the last one | presented it
through the distinction between the role of the narrative and
the narrator.

Then the chapters have been ended by summarizing
the results of the research. Then it was included with the proves
from sources and references.

Humbly | worked hard on this study. So if | did right that
all will be a virtue from my God and which | can't be credited,
and if | did wrong that would be unintentionally my fault.

Praise be to Allah
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